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all its menacing and
majestic force . . . and
it hammered away at
the French until all the
invaders had perished." ~
The novel is permeated
with a profound faith
in the creative powers
and the indomitable
courage of the great
Eussian people. Tolstoy
gave a remarkable de-
scription of the Cri-
mean War (] 853-1856)
in which he had par-
ticipated.

Leo Tolstoy depicts
the human, character
and develops the ideas
of truth and justice
with incomparable art-
istry. His works such *
as Ereutzer Sonata, The
Death of Ivan Ilyich,
The Living Corpse, Be-
surrection, and others
were sweeping denun-
ciations of the hypocrisy and falsity of the moral principles of
landlord-bourgeois society.                                                         ,

Lenin wrote that Tolstoy's works reflect the contradictions that
prevailed in Kussian life during the last three decades of the 19th cen-
tury "Tolstoy is great when he expresses the ideas and sentiments
which were engendered in millions of Russian peasants-at the time
the bourgeois revolution began in Kussia." *

In the latter half of his life Tolstoy combined a direct and strong
protest against social lies and hypocrisies with the doctrine of non-
resistance to evil." This reactionary theory came to be known as

To^toyan. ^ .,gixfleg and   'Seventies.   Democratic ideas were
also reflected in the fine arts. A group of student graduates left ttie
Academy of Arts in the 'sixties as a demonstration of protest, against,
the bureaucratic, reactionary methods of tuition, and subsequently

* Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. XI, p. 683, Moscow 1938.
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